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Language Construction of Identity: Face Maintenance and Politeness Principle in Fanquan Discourse

Zhen Dong Jie Chen’
School of Foreign Languages, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, Guangxi, 541006, China

Abstract: With the rapid development of social media, fan culture, as a unique subculture phenomenon, has gradually
attracted widespread attention from academia. This study is based on the face theory and politeness principle in pragmatics.
By analyzing relevant language materials on social platforms such as Weibo and Douban, the aim is to explore how fans use
politeness principles to maintain members’ face in fan circle discourse, and to reveal the impact of these strategies on their
emotional connections and identity recognition in fan circle member interactions. Research has found that the combination
of face theory and politeness principle has a dual impact on the identity recognition of members in the fan circle. Reasonable
face maintenance and polite interaction can help members gain a sense of identity and belonging in the group, but if used
improperly or excessively, it may lead to the blurring and alienation of member identities, and even trigger conflicts within the
group, resulting in exclusive identity recognition and opposition, and damaging community harmony.
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