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Abstract: During the construction and operation of water conservancy projects in China, there may be long-term
potential impacts on regional ecology. In the environmental impact assessment (EIA) process, public participation is the
core mechanism. This paper provides an overview of the EIA policy system for water conservancy projects, analyzes
the evolution of the role of public participation, and compares relevant domestic and international experiences. At the
same time, it delves into public participation models such as information disclosure, opinion collection, and negotiation
feedback, as well as their actual effects. The results show that these models help improve decision-making transparency
and scientificity, prevent environmental disputes, and enhance social identity. However, there are currently issues with
imperfect processes in public participation practices. In the future, it is necessary to improve the participation system,
broaden the scope of information disclosure, integrate opinions from multiple parties, and leverage modern technology
to enhance public communication and cooperation capabilities, thereby supporting ecological protection and sustainable
development.
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