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Climate Awakening: A Survey Study on College Students' Perception of Ecological Risks and
Environmental Behavior

Zhang Qing

School of Accounting, Shandong Technology and Business University, China Shandong Yantai 264000

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the "Decade for Action" on global climate change and the advancement of China's
"dual carbon" strategy, this study takes 2,000 undergraduate and postgraduate students nationwide as research subjects.
Using an online survey combined with interdisciplinary theories, it analyzes their perception of ecological and climate
risks, environmental behavior, and the correlative mechanism. The results show that college students generally have
a high level of awareness of climate risks (59% believe the impact is "very large"), and risk perception is positively
correlated with pro-environmental behavior. However, there is a gap between "high awareness and low action": only
21.5% practice a "zero-waste" lifestyle. Major background, information access channels, penetration of climate
education in universities, and social policy support are the core influencing factors. Accordingly, intervention strategies
are proposed from four dimensions to provide references for climate education in higher education and youth climate
action.
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