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Practice Research on Environmental Law Enforcement in the Governance of Agricultural
Non-Point Source Pollution

Xing Wengang
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Abstract: This paper focuses on the practice of environmental law enforcement in the governance of agricultural non-
point source pollution, aiming to explore the practical application, real-world challenges, and improvement pathways
of law enforcement in addressing this complex environmental issue. The article first outlines the characteristics of
agricultural non-point source pollution, such as its dispersiveness, concealment, and randomness, as well as the resulting
governance difficulties, clarifying the core role and significance of environmental law enforcement in supervision,
regulation, and deterrence. It then provides a detailed analysis of the current state of environmental law enforcement in
agricultural non-point source pollution governance, summarizing the legal and regulatory framework centered on laws
like the Environmental Protection Law and the Water Pollution Prevention and Control Law, along with their practical
applications. The study further summarizes the primary regulatory methods and common enforcement approaches
employed in current practice. The research further identifies numerous challenges in current law enforcement practices,
including incomplete legal and regulatory frameworks leading to partial enforcement gaps, relatively monotonous
enforcement methods; inefficient cross-departmental collaborative governance mechanisms, insufficient professional
capabilities and resource allocation in grassroots enforcement teams; and critical issues such as inadequate monitoring
technology support, difficulties in pollution source tracing, and quantitative evidence collection due to the nature
of pollution. Based on this, the paper proposes systematic countermeasures and safeguard measures to optimize
and improve environmental law enforcement for agricultural non-point source pollution from multiple dimensions,
such as strengthening the legal and regulatory framework, innovating diversified smart supervision models and
technological applications, enhancing cross-departmental coordination mechanisms, and comprehensively improving the
professionalization of enforcement teams. These recommendations aim to provide insights for advancing the legalization
and refinement of agricultural non-point source pollution governance in China.

Keywords: Agricultural non-point source pollution; Environmental law enforcement; Governance practices; Inter-

departmental collaboration; Enforcement optimization
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