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Whether Environmental Protection Can be Used as a Reason to Terminate the Bilateral
Treaty — The Thought from the Uruguay “Pulp Mill” Case
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Abstract: The paper raises a question about whether environmental protection can be used as a reason to terminate bilateral
treaties, starting from the Uruguay “pulp mill” case? The paper combines past cases to examine the specific provisions on
the grounds for termination of treaties in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, as well as the theory of international
customs, and argues from two perspectives: can environmental protection be transformed into the grounds for termination
of bilateral treaties stipulated in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties? Can environmental protection be used as an
international custom as a reason for terminating bilateral treaties? Finally, the conclusion of the paper can be drawn from
the significant breach stipulated in Article 60 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. If another country violates its
substantive obligations, environmental protection can become a reason for terminating bilateral treaties. And environmental
protection is not an international custom, so it cannot be used as a reason to terminate bilateral treaties.
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