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Discourse Analysis of Foreign Media Reports on China's
Carbon Neutrality Plan

—— Taking Nature magazine and The New York Times as examples

Yifei Zeng
School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing Forestry University Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, 21000

Abstract: On the background of global climate change and the need to change the economic development model and develop
a green circular economy, China proposed a new resource conservation concept of “carbon neutrality”. Through afforestation,
energy conservation and emission reduction, it can offset its own carbon dioxide or greenhouse gas emissions, achieve positive
and negative offset, and achieve relative “zero emissions”. This is an important measure for China to promote a community of
shared future for mankind. The reports are also important resources reflecting their attitude towards China's “carbon neutral”
construction, and play a crucial role in China's national image on the international stage and the construction of its voice.
This paper uses the evaluation system of positive discourse analysis and select four foreign media reports on China's carbon
neutrality policy to establish a “small corpus” of foreign media carbon neutrality reports, and promote the construction of
China's national image and China's carbon neutrality discourse construction.
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(1) We believe that it is,and we base our belief on an in—
depth simulation of China’ s climate change pathways that
relied on unprecedented access to local emission data and
experts. ( affect+ )

(2) The news came as a surprise to many researchers,
even in China, who weren’ t expecting such a bold target.
(affect+)
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(3) China’ s climate change pathways that relied on
unprecedented access to local emission data and experts.(
judgement:propriety)

(4) Not only was that a sharp counterpoint to the Trump
administration...(judgement: propriety)

(5) The news of China’ s carbon neutrality target is a
“game—changer” for the global climate .(judgement: capability)
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(6) In addition, China is setting an example for others.
(appreciation+ )

(7) It’ s an undertaking that deserves encouragement

and support.( appreciation+)
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(1) Our plan would improve China’ s energy security
by reducing its fuel consumption and lowering its dependence
on nonrenewable and imported energy.(monogloss)
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(2) Realizing them, which our analysis indicates will be
a major but achievable challenge, would mean creating a green
and sustainable living environment.( expand )

(3) Despite the proliferation of renewable energy
sources in China, they are still far from replacing fossil fuel
sources,like coal.(contract: deny)
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(1) Another first for ann Olympics is Bei]ing’ S
commitment to source entirely renewable electricity for all 25
venues. (force:raise)

(2) For the world, since China is the single biggest
annual emitter, its commitment moves the international
community to achieving the Paris Agreement goal of holding
global warming to below 2°C .(force:raise)

(3) One of the biggest obstacles to energy reform in
China is the North’ s reliance on heavy industry and cheap
energy(force:raise)

(4) The contrast between Xi’ s speech and Trump’ s
speech is stark.(force:raise)
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(1) Coal accounts for almost 60% of China’ energy
mix, down from 80% in 1990 and 70% in 2000 and 2010.
(focus:soften)

(2) Chinese government has been gradually phasing
out subsidies in renewable energy industry, partly due to
ballooning debt.(focus:soften)

(3) Because the energy sector relatively prioritizes low
costs, and innovation in technologies like solar panels has been
relative slow.(focus: soften)

(4) The organizing committee also says that all the 13
newly constructed buildings have received the highest rating
under a Chinese green—building certification system.
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