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The Pen of Literati, The Dream of Beauty

Han Zhang
College of Fine Arts, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210023, China

Abstract: “Pen” is one of the “four treasures of the study” and has played an important role in recording the process of human
civilization. “Pen” is also an important tool for individuals to write their life process. In traditional Chinese culture, the “pen”
is an excellent carrier and tool to help feudal literati achieve their dreams of a beautiful life, that is, their ideal aspirations.
The stories of famous literati and the “pen”, as well as the connection between the “pen” and the “dream”, all embody the
ancient people’s pursuit of success, wealth, and wisdom, and their longing for civilization and wisdom. More importantly,
the stories of the “pen” also contain a strong national psychology of promoting good and punishing evil, which is a concrete
manifestation of social civilization progress in literary works. From a global perspective, the development history of “pen”
is also a history of mutual learning between Chinese and foreign civilizations. In the process of promoting modern education
and civilization development, the “pen” as a writing tool continues to evolve and become a powerful tool for promoting social
development and human civilization. Although some “pens” have already exited the historical stage, the literary dreams buried
in them will never become outdated.
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