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Exploring the Application of Punitive Damages Principle in Environmental Infringement

Hailong Li
Qinghai Normal University, Xining, Qinghai, 810001, China

Abstract: With the continuous acceleration of urbanization and the rapid development of industrialization in various countries,
environmental pollution and ecological damage have become global issues. These issues not only affect human health and
quality of life, but also threaten biodiversity and the balance of the Earth’s ecosystem. The concept of ecological civilization
has put forward higher requirements for the institutional construction of preventing and punishing environmental infringement.
Due to the complexity and particularity of environmental infringement cases, as well as the mature application of punitive
damages system in consumer rights, intellectual property protection and other fields, China has pioneered the introduction of
punitive damages principle into the field of environmental infringement. However, the applicable standards of this article are
not very clear, giving judges a high degree of discretion. Based on this, China should further clarify the application conditions
and scope of punitive damages rules in environmental infringement cases. This paper mainly provides an overview from
three aspects: the types of environmental infringement cases, the constituent elements of punitive damages for environmental
infringement, and the competition of environmental infringement liability. It clarifies the application standards of the
principle of punitive damages for environmental infringement, in order to avoid the possibility of punitive damages being
abused or overcorrected. Through comparative research of relevant laws and regulations at home and abroad, combined with
the problems existing in environmental infringement in China, this paper makes some improvement suggestions, aiming
to provide theoretical and practical support for promoting the construction of a more perfect punitive damages system for
environmental infringement.
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