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Journey of Lingya : Makoto Shinkai’s Local Narrative and Global Empathy in Cross Cultural

Communication

Qian Cheng
Xi’an Fanyi University, Xi’an, Shaanxi, 710105, China

Abstract: In 2016, director Makoto Shinkai’s Your Name immediately sparked a global craze upon its release. This movie not
only achieved a viewership of 19 million in Japan, but also achieved high box office success worldwide, and sparked a wide
range of discussions. In 2019, Weathering the Sun was released, and this year, Ringos Journey was released. Makoto Shinkai
has achieved cross-cultural dissemination of Japanese cinema in the new era by combining disaster narrative with teenage love
through his “world series” animated films. Makoto Shinkai has also been hailed by Japanese media as the successor of Hayao
Miyazaki. In the movie Journey of Ringo, Makoto Shinkai confronts the 3/11 Tokyo earthquake and focuses on the local
disasters in Japan, emphasizing the collective memory of the Japanese nation’s disasters. It has achieved global cross-cultural
dissemination, broken the limitations of Japanese local narratives, and achieved a global empathetic viewing experience. This
paper will analyze the movie The Journey of Lingya from the perspective of cross-cultural communication.
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