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Analysis of the Machine View from the Perspective of Political Economy

Guanfu Li
Baise University, Baise, Guangxi, 533000, China

Abstract: From the perspective of political economy, machines are the means of producing surplus value. In history, from the
perspective of the transformation of production modes, the starting point of the handicraft production mode in factories was
labor force, while the starting point of the large-scale industrial production mode was the means of labor. However, at this
time, the means of labor had already transformed from tools to machines. As the starting point of the Industrial Revolution,
the social consequences of the application of machines are presented as follows: the capitalist application of machines leads to
the unethical possession of supplementary labor by capital, prolonged working days, strengthened labor, and intense struggle
between workers and machines. From a modern perspective, machines have actually become the constructors of social
relationships in modern society.
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