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The Role of Economic Factors in the Process of Democratization
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Abstract: Against the backdrop of globalization and rapid changes in economic development, the influence of economic
factors on the process of democratization has received increasing attention. Through theoretical reviews and specific case
studies, this paper elaborately explores how key factors such as economic growth, income distribution, and the level of
education shape the path of a country’s democratization. By analyzing the cases of South Korea, Chile, and Poland, it reveals
the diversity and commonalities of economic factors in different regions. The research shows that economic growth and the
rise of the middle class significantly drive the process of democratization, while economic inequality and the international
economic environment have complex impacts on it; economic crises often serve as a catalyst for political changes and promote
the transition of countries towards democratization. This paper summarizes these findings and puts forward corresponding
policy recommendations, aiming to provide theoretical support and practical guidance for the dual development of the
economy and politics.
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