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A Study on the Current Status of Digital Literacy among Applied Undergraduate University
Students A Case Study of an Applied University in Chengdu
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Chengdu Technological University, China Sichuan Chengdu 610000

Abstract: In the context of the rapid development of the digital economy, digital literacy has become one of the

core competencies essential for students in applied undergraduate universities. This study takes 136 students from an
applied university in Chengdu as the research subjects. Using a questionnaire survey, it systematically investigates
applied undergraduate students' digital literacy from five dimensions: digital initiative, general knowledge, generic
skills, vocational competence, and ethics and security. It also analyzes group differences in gender, ethnicity, grade,
major, place of origin, years of digital device usage, and daily usage duration. Results show students' digital literacy
is generally above medium, featuring "strong ethical awareness, relatively good initiative, relatively balanced skills,
insufficient vocational competence, and weak knowledge foundation." Significant differences in digital literacy are
found in gender, grade, and daily usage duration, while no significant differences are observed in ethnicity, place of
origin, major, or years of digital device usage. The study suggests that universities should enhance students' digital
literacy comprehensively through differentiated guidance, critical period intervention, and rational usage education.
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