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Between Tradition and Change: A Study on the Cultural Dilemmas and Breakthrough
Strategies in the Intelligent Transformation of Yixing's Ceramics Industry

Xu Jiacheng, Zhan Hong
Wauxi Vocational Institute of Arts and Technology, China Jiangsu Yixing 214200

Abstract: Yixing, known as the "Ceramics Capital of China" with 7,300 years of pottery history, has its purple clay (Zisha)
craftsmanship recognized as a national intangible cultural heritage. Today, the city has developed an industry driven by both
traditional artistic ceramics and advanced ceramics, with the industry's scale exceeding 30 billion RMB. Currently, smart
devices, digital design, and online circulation technologies are fully integrated into the entire industry chain. However, there is
a continuous intrinsic tension between intelligent transformation and millennia-old ceramic culture. The main obstacles in this
transformation are cultural conflicts rather than hardware technology issues. This paper, based on Yixing's industry practices,
analyzes the cultural conflict roots from the dimensions of craftsmanship value, knowledge transfer, industrial communities,
and generational heritage. It proposes systematic breakthrough paths focusing on reshaping cultural value, building digital
cultural infrastructure, multi-party collaborative governance, and new generational transmission scenarios. The goal is to
release new productive forces while preserving the core of intangible cultural heritage, providing a reference model for the
digital transformation of traditional characteristic industries nationwide.
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