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How the Netherlands Cultivates Top-notch Innovative Talents — Experience and Inspiration

of Leiden University Honors Education
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Abstract: The Netherlands began implementing honors education in 1993, providing more challenging educational content for
talented students with the aim of promoting the cultivation of outstanding talents in the Netherlands. Honors education in the
Netherlands has developed rapidly, covering both undergraduate and graduate levels, with a wide range of types. This paper
provides a brief overview of the development of the Dutch higher education system and its honors education. Taking Leiden
University as an example, it deeply analyzes its honors education practice from three aspects: training objectives, selection
mechanism, and curriculum system. It summarizes the experience and inspiration of cultivating outstanding talents in the
Netherlands: reconstructing talent selection standards, emphasizing the balance between academic ability and comprehensive
quality; rebuilding the curriculum system, emphasizing interdisciplinary integration and practical orientation.

Keywords: Netherlands; top innovative talents; honors education; Leiden University

=T (MBO, ##I8 1 £ 445 ) | S@EPSEHE (HAVO,
B ] 1993 LEFRIA SIS G Lk, R T O bl) SAFHREE (VWO, 6 ) o BRI, i

A R B s R AT, Rty o rAEE (VMBO, 444 , UEIR A EiAE )

BE. S Ak RS IR R () ) s by s HRlE AR S RULEE (MBO, Y 1 %

PG HRECE O, SRy 4T o PSRRI RECE (HBO) , X
XS

B S E TS B R AT E— M, BT R
N ) HRAVEE R AESN, 2 R RS A T [ e 2t i o
1 =g EHEFREZREREHFTLE
11 ZEEHEER

T = FeE A R DUEERA 1) — 70 fl 45 MR SR - i Ll 2
R, HESHE A% ouhlsstair hsm

R ERAHFILEHE (Early Childhood Educa-
tion ) . ¥ & ( Primary Education ) . HH&##F ( Secondary
Education ) 5 5% %5 (Higher Education ) 205, H.,
HEH BN B AL RSB E S G T e
W, EHSHFHERATHINEREE, b, 5%48F5
BFEAE R EIR#E (VMBO, 4 44]) | AERIHE

FEMER A, MAEREE (VWO, 6 Ffl) M #
WP (WO) |, SR ]l P 22 RIS TR
A R AFRBIRS W,

AL A S S SF R R AR BAE T2
BRI, AR U 8K, BRETEARVIZATEIS 6T
BERRE N R S Eimet R AT, TRRATIREE TR
Ho N ARFARY:, WARHAKKY:, sBIARE R A4 Y SEE
e BRIV TR, b ERETSSdEmrhERE
A, HUERE BN TR XMIEHT. iz
T =S5 20E (R AR IR AT I X RESR U SE AR E

385



BEEMR7E505H

ISSN: 2705-0904(Print); 2705-0874(Online)

B =R QT S Pl A R B ST
12 EZREHERRE

SREHABITEANRTHE R AT N — P a0l T 20
0 20 FRIVEE. HEHETEEHEHE RN EFEIA
BEFHERAA M MEME R, AL RE RN
BH. WWEHERFELMEZHENALUEA: Z225H (honors
program ) . R (‘honors college ) &5,

FeE AR R DA N S S E HE HI A
EENREHFLBIERK ., RARATE. B,
20851 ) RN AN Y NV e 22 N SR (o B o AN 22119 7 o B B B
e RIS T . IEEER AR AT
ORI T - R Y, )G, SRR HERES AR
MER. 1993 F, B S EUHE K, R
RAFHA, EE B (Bologna Process ) [T,
TP a e b —ait" WPEANTHIE, AR E
PHRTE, AL EEE Gl THE LS, S E e
AR . 2004 4, 7= #EMENL 9 A K s tzsn]”

('make room for talent ) I ZE A2 AZEEZHE L
PR/ NVER NG . 2008 4F, o7 = R4S IR 2 14 ( Sirus
Program ) H PSR L TEL G F T A & EVE BN HET 0
REEEHE Y. AR, = LF
BB Eff L S S a VRN B AT B57Rmy F 2R,

2 RMAFFRREHENLHRRE
2.1 WK FHR

ST 1575 4, RS —IriE R,
SRRSO B 7 — . RIS 4 be . bk
FEEHEE . NSRS b EEERE. R
DI AT 2T AR SRR AR . AN, SRR AR
A SRR AE M 58 F0 (African Studies Centre Leiden )
28 2 % BE (Honors Academy ) . [E Fx #7F 5% Bt AL Il #7F 5%

(International Institute for Asian Studies ) | Sl FZ =Mt
7% 42 B% ( Leiden University Graduate School of Teaching ) %5
PO RS BE R I AU, BN\ SRR S
ANARAR AR S5 AL M, MRS SR K 2 2024 F 48R AT
R, SFAREIE 16 Mg G0 DU/RK . HF)) 33,474
A, A RediA 2989 4 FTE FR A GL. FARH %L
A 7075, HEAN, TEERHEF RS AR, 2024 435600
KEFEHEZ S 101-150 1751 tEAh, SRHASAE 2024 FF5RE
+ 55 #F HE4 (Times Higher Education World University
Rankings, faJFK THE PR 15155 73 £ (E QS TR AHEZ( QS
World University Rankings ) H1{i751)55 141 & P,

22 BRHETREREHENIRI M

ST 228 530 E R EM A TR A | AR
T, ERIETHREEGNEEEHE . TS,
LDE Z3[A] S5t &5 208 | LDE Al 540 % FRSER IR . fif

386

RS =7 S AP WV I A 1= AV = 4= - VLN

SRR I B N IR AR Bk 58, &
TR S SRS AR AR B, 1 1t
(MO AR R, SRR 2~2.5 48, g
30 DAY, SRR ILE B AT 20, SBIR Ak
Wos | T SR . AERES S ELRERE . da
5H%, MASKHEE, $ArERE O AL IRFRMeR
b, AR EAAT R TR R T,

i LR IR X TR AR A SRR IS
HEFEM, HIABEHURS: . RURFBFE T R s R P
BB RCA MR SRR A T, SRR 25 [R5 1A
SRR e A U O,

LDE 23] S5t S5 I H B — AN T A SR
2, WSS SRS ER S TR, BTEN e
SRR TR, SRRy O B S A n i ¥,

LSRR N S S 0T SR R LA, BT
£k, RS EX R kTS 1,

SREATAT SR ) T 1 SR B BT A 2 A T
LTRSS ) SIS R EEEIRE M,

2.3 FMKFREHTELEK
23.1 B4 B4R

TR A Bk SR B AR R B ARHE DL R LT T
e, W/ IR MRS, R s E B
TEES B LS ST R, Bt o A IR
PRI AT RIS SR ARSI, Hk, S s
B EER AR RE R B, SR AT
TEHFEARIERHRRE L O AREER, R m
B&EIR SRR e i EM R LR . &5,
SR AR S AR AR RIS A TRA L
SO, Rretd oy B IR ERE ) S4TSR NN T
NRTSEN

BRI, AL BRI TR EAEER
BT . BBk S5 SEERAE I ORI A
2.3.2 AKHLH

TSSO SR B B R LB TR AT

WS S Az . Bl S
Fge . SEESSEEURER: . a5 ERGIIIGEES
o Hrh, AScsclesn ISRl THMINEDR . HeF
TE—EN SR ER T R IEIERE, HEAIEE R AR
KEBIMERE 30 [ TEBIR. BEETEENE, FREEIT
HHOFHEERR, FRIFZI TS0 THAT] 7.3 Db, ARASH
JEIX —FRAE R S A D ik 2 SR A S B BT I RE
Tk 1,

B G SRR LR IR BRI T . KT
RIS Rt AR A N RSB . 25
FEE R T SRR (AR TR s



BEEMR7E505H

ISSN: 2705-0904(Print); 2705-0874(Online)

M TR TR, MM TROTEZR & F %) Rk
IRIEREATIRIE U,

RAGTRLSCRE, IRTER “BE” SREL. ISR 2 EE
—HHEEEHEN A ER LR ARG, T AhE
RO A SR BESh, FIEE A& BRI BEeE
TSR TR LTSRS MY SHESS, HARIRR A IRE
URGlR, R HEA PSS S TREE] 7.5 B3Pl E.

FB I TR I PTEHIERA AR R A% . 2R
BHIELER . DA LGE RS H, SRS
HHIEsW B R, ME DRSS
BRSNS, RS BT R EHE
MWEZE LA AR = R E . &
HEARSIE \GPEAEH R EHT Y REEAN
EEREHNREDE, SRk, SRS Sk
RAREHE NSRRI ARy, ORI
NEFRRTZ . B REEIHL. M. RET. SHESEN
W ZAETER, B B PR EHE B Edik ¥R
Bt FA AR BRI RE R ) H e A
JRerA

ARSI R AR D

233 RBEHE

TSRS HEREE, AR EEHT
(IR R RS & AR, S DLZR— e (AR R
BB T

WA FERFA S S ARGEEABET T MEIFAE +
LR + B AR + SRR IR (3 1
B ) M, iZ IR R A LIS SRR S A0 | I 2SR,
FaE T B G g A B 7Rt

B, SRR E
e B, FEsE S Tl s, “F /A0SR TSR
TRENEES TR O AN, Hk, ZIFRR R A
ARG T AL SIS . MEIRFENRER B TE b ARt
RIBFRTRRTA TR SR B e
AR FRRIR, A TR E O MR SRk R T T — )
HATEEL; SR IR NS S ST E LT —
FRRE, A TTHEE O SR 30 |13 R FR e
—[JEIAT 5 RSN A R T — K R ER S R L
HEBRITES . BE, IRENAL S-SR RIRVE RS

SCHREIAIRE, SR SRR TR .

EvA=|

W T RS I

R1RPAFRFHSEARTEZRREEFR

Byl PREREIR
P 2% >] (Learn in the City )
PEIRE K-S RPESEG = (Social Science Lab )
WMETRIE

( Mandatory Components )

“Fe5520m/7” 2 (Influence and me 2 )

“Fe550m/3” 3 (Influence and me 3 )

Bl S5 EHTAFT2: (Science, society and Self Conference )

ERE:

NTL

P56 ( Artificial Intelligence: Understand & Create )

FET R

( Honors Specialization Modules )

AL SR (Sustainability and Health )

OSSR

JAPANHILE Juvenile Delinquency: Prevention and Repression

etz H{IER (Honors Class )

M 30 [T R P s — )

MEBESEIEEE (Reflective Journaling & Creative Expression )

FELZIT R ES B2

( Reflection Annual Diversity & Inclusion Symposium )

AREF S5 % ( Changemakers Lab )

HEIEMI (Electives )

#2552>] (Society Internship )

5755 5] (Research Internship)

Z5HHEE ( Lecture Series )

TR (Regular BA Course )

2.4 EHRUMA A RKIBFNER ERR
241 AFgFEAFREEM: FHFREALSHEEM
SRR SR EHE TSR A A etk b o o ESC AR ik
T EHEIERe RBIBT AN A W] R “REMESRIR + B
PP AOBEESIE, NIRRT —defibni. Horr, f
VEFRFR R F AR AT LS, BOFRMEEI 2 AR S, 180T
NIRRT 2 4R A2 AR IR AR B & 2 A B A
TP S NI N A WIS T H AR R BT
AT BRI o IZIEAS PO SR BAEREARR, DR AT

FAREHL. WREESEoEN . [, TR
F,OCRFARRED MRS SHUERE SN A T FERE
B STBIRINA M “ D ELRE” [7] TP AL
242 RFIKR TR AFEFHESL XEKTH
SRR AR EHH IR R R A SNBSS 5
SERRIXENAAT R, RERS ST HS | S AR MR Ly 58
BRRETT o PEORAARIRHSE R IR DL TR e REEL 2 | B
HEEHESE" ARDEBERIAA BETRIME R R, HEL
“ERREST . BEERHEGIE SRR FRIRATS =4

387



BEEMR7E505H

ISSN: 2705-0904(Print); 2705-0874(Online)

RETRIEL, S iR R

SRR E N

SR E IR E SRR, DL CERRER + 5
AR + SERRIATT A E B A 5024, He, B
FRUMEAERN AHEE . ZEbeRdisry A5 TSR

=8

R EATHIER (8 SRR IS Tl TR

SE k-

(1]

388

Government.nl. Secondary vocational education (MBO) and
tertiary (higher) education[EB/OL].[2025-03-18].https://www.
government.nl/topics/secondary-vocational-education-mbo-and-
tertiary-higher-education

W EYE EEM AL R I LRSS SRR L)
B FHE9Y,2022,43(3):112-122.

Marca V C Wolfensberger, Pierre Van Eijl and Albert Pilot.
Laboratories for Educational Innovation: Honors Programs in
the Netherlands[J]. Journal of the National Collegiate Honors
Council,2012:149-170.

William of Orange, Leiden University, History[EB/OL].[2025-03-10].
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/about-us/profile/history
SMITH J, JOHNSON M B. Rankings[EB/OL].[2025-03-10].
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/research/about-our-research/
quality-and-integrity/rankings

Leiden University. Honours education - Leiden University[EB/OL].
[2025-03-18].https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/other-
modes-of-study/honours-education

Leiden University. Honours College - Leiden University[EB/OL].
[2025-03-18].https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/
honours-education/honours-college?cf=humanities&cd=urban-
studies

Leiden University. Bachelor Honours Classes[EB/OL].[2025-03-18].

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

SRBIFTIME N A BEIRHLE] SRR R
F R AR DRI

https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/honours-education/
bachelor-honours-classes?cf=humanities&cd=urban-studies

LDE Alliance. LDE Space & Society Honours Programme[EB/OL].
[2025-03-18].https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/
honours-education/lde-space-and-society-honours-programme?
cf=humanities&cd=urban-studies

Leiden University. Master Honours Challenges - Leiden
University[EB/OL].[2025-03-18].https://www.student.
universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/honours-education/master-honours-
classes?cf=humanities&cd=urban-studies

Leiden University. Leiden Leadership Programme[EB/OL].[2025-03-18].
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/honours-education/
leiden-leadership-programme?cf=humanities&cd=urban-studies
Honours College. Honours College: Science, Society and Self
(Honoursonderwijs 2024-2025) - Studiegids - Universiteit
Leiden[EB/OL].[2025-03-15].https://studiegids.universiteitleiden.
nl/studies/10462/honours-college-science-society-and-self

Leiden University. Application procedure - Humanities Lab[EB/OL].
[2025-03-18].https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/
honours-education/honours-college/humanities-lab/application--
admission?cf=humanities&cd=urban-studies

Leiden University. Application and admission[EB/OL].[2025-03-18].
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/honours-education/
honours-college/crossing-the-borders-in-world-archaeology/

application--admission?cf=humanities&cd=urban-studies

FETNH . PHZNEE KA R ARSI “ik
HT X SNEIEK
(IH%S: 2024SS081) .




