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Watering Trees at Their Roots, Nurturing People with Virtue — An Analysis of Moral Education

Approaches for Junior High School Homeroom Teachers

Yuting Zhang Lu Nie An Wang
No.1 Junior Middle School of Jiayu County, Xianning, Hubei, 437200, China

Abstract: The junior high school stage is a critical period for the formation of students’ values. As the core implementer
of moral education, homeroom teachers bear the important responsibility of “nurturing roots and cultivating hearts”. This
paper, from a practical perspective, first elaborates on its significant implications, including the implementation of the moral
education mission, promoting students’ holistic development, and enhancing class management effectiveness. Subsequently,
it proposes guiding principles such as student-centeredness, life-oriented approaches, and collaborative engagement. The
paper then highlights effective pathways, encompassing goal immersion—focusing on students’ individual development and
aligning with the practicalities of class ethos construction; activity integration—facilitating value internalization through
collective activities; home-school collaboration—building an educational community and innovating interaction mechanisms;
and cultural influence—creating a growth environment that fosters goodness and leveraging the roles of material and spiritual
culture. Finally, it emphasizes the profound significance of junior high school homeroom teachers’ moral education work,
which must be executed meticulously, substantively, and dynamically to cultivate a new generation for the times.
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