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A Study on the Eco-Translation '""Ten—ion'" Approach in the English Translation Practice of
Yao Intangible Cultural Heritage

Li Guanlan, Xi Weiheng’
Guangxi Science and Technology Normal University, China Guangxi Laibin 546100

Abstract: This study explores the translation of Yao intangible cultural heritage into English and analyzes relevant translation
cases, using Chinese translation theories and methods. It focuses on the transformation and conveyance of cultural symbols
and the effectiveness of meaning transfer, offering valuable references for future translation practices and enriching the
translation case repository. The study also aims to enhance the international communication of Yao heritage. Using the Eco-
translation "Ten-ion" Approach as the guiding methodology, the research demonstrates its significant value through translation
practice. Findings indicate that translation can involve single or combined "Ten-ion" methods, integrating principles,
strategies, and techniques based on the translation type and purpose, such as subtitle translation, academic exchange, and
oral reporting. Importantly, translating and promoting Yao intangible cultural heritage are crucial for uniting the global Yao
community and fostering cultural consensus.
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%3 1 There is a traditional embroidery pattern on
the front of garments called “Pick—to—cry” (Painstaking
Embroidery) for Pan Yao embroiderers. This pattern features
diverse shapes such as squares, diamonds, and stripes, and
demands exceptional skill and precision to execute. Many young
embroiderers struggle and shed tears before they can perfect
it. However, the embroiderer who masters this challenging
technique is considered skilled and accomplished.

S 2 A Pan Yao embroiderer who masters the
challenging technique of “Pick—to—cry Embroidery(teardrop
Embroidery)”—featuring diverse shapes such as squares,

diamonds, and stripes, and demanding exceptional skill and
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precision—is considered skilled and accomplished. Many young
embroiderers struggle and shed tears before they can perfect it.
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1% 1 Needle by needle, the magnificent sceneries of

” teardrop

Embroidery”

Jinxiu are presented in public. Thread by thread, the flower of
national unity is rendered to the world.

PE3L 2 Stitch by stitch, the magnificent landscapes of
Jinxiu are unveiled. Thread by thread, the flower of national
unity is woven.
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%32 The “Jialang” custom(similar to matrilocal marriage),
a distinctive marriage practice of the Yao ethnic group in China,
stems from their historical migration challenges, such as wars
and diseases, which dwindled their population. To preserve
family lineages, this custom emerged and developed. In the
custom, a2 Yao woman may marry a man from another ethnicity,
like Zhuang or Han,as long as there is a mutual affection.
After marriage, the groom lives with the bride’ s family and
both spouses share equal status.The Children can take either
parent’ s surname but are always registered as Yao.
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£ The Yao ethnic group’ s dragon—head bracelet is
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designed with two dragons facing each other. The carvings of
the dragon horns, scales and head are lifelike, with the dragon
eyes being the finishing touch that brings the whole dragon to
life. As a common spiritual totem of the Chinese nation, the
dragon’ s depiction in this bracelet reflects the shared heritage
between the Yao and Han peoples.
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PEX: The production of Yao silver jewelry is a complex
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process. The exquisite silver pieces we see have been through
beating, refining, polishing, and carving. Just as silver must be
worked to become useful, people need societal polishing to
achieve success.
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PE3 There are 104 typical and most common used
Yao herbs, including “Wuhu” “Jiuniu” “Shibazuan”
“Qishierfeng” . First, Wuhu is potent enough with instant
effect,just like strong “hu” (tigers); Jiuniu has gentle efficacy
with lasting effect,just like mild “niu” (cattle); Shibazuan are
often used in serious diseases with strong efficacy, just like
penetrating “zuan” (drills); Qishierfeng takes an effect on all
kinds of wind syndromes, like strokes.
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