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A Study on the Development of Phonological Awareness in Chinese among Children Aged 4—-6

Fang Yi
School of Education, Huainan Normal University, China Anhui Huainan 232038

Abstract: To explore the developmental patterns of Chinese phonological awareness in Mandarin-speaking children aged
4-6, 97 children were tested using four types of phonological awareness tasks. The study found that: (1) Mandarin-speaking
children's phonological awareness has developed and shows no significant gender differences. Four-year-olds already possess
a certain awareness of tones and syllables, but their overall phonological awareness is weak and at an initial stage. (2) The
level of phonological awareness in children aged 4-6 increases with age, developing rapidly between 4 and 5 years old
and more gradually between 5 and 6 years old. (3) The structure of phonological awareness in children aged 4-6 follows a
certain developmental order, expressed as tone awareness > syllable awareness > rhyme awareness > initial sound awareness
(> indicates earlier development). Within tone awareness, children show higher awareness in distinguishing tones of
monosyllabic characters, lower awareness in distinguishing tones of disyllabic characters, with significant age differences.

Keywords: Awareness of Chinese phonetics; Phonemic awareness units; Children aged 4-6
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