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Research on Optimising Resident Participation in the Sustainable Development of Intangible
Cultural Heritage Tourism

Sun Yibo, Xu Xiaojing

Department of Tourism Management, Jinzhong University, China Shanxi Jinzhong 030619

Abstract: Intangible cultural heritage tourism, as a convergence of cultural transmission and economic development, is of
significant importance for achieving sustainable development. This study focuses on optimising the pathways for resident
participation in the sustainable development of intangible cultural heritage tourism. Based on theories of cultural heritage
preservation, sustainable tourism, and community participation, it analyses the overall characteristics of intangible cultural
heritage tourism development, the forms and issues of resident participation, revealing current problems such as insufficient
participation, uneven distribution of benefits, and weakened cultural identity. By examining influencing factors such as socio-
economic conditions, cultural identity, policy frameworks, tourism markets, and residents' willingness and capabilities,
optimisation strategies are proposed. The study recommends constructing multidimensional pathways for resident participation
to enhance the sustainability of intangible cultural heritage tourism and the sense of community benefit through improving
institutional safeguards, enhancing residents' capabilities, strengthening cultural identity, promoting industrial integration,
and facilitating community collaboration. This study provides theoretical support and practical guidance for the sustainable
development of intangible cultural heritage tourism.

Keywords: Intangible cultural heritage tourism; Sustainable development; Resident participation; Path optimisation
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