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An Exploration of the Development of Taiwanese Literature in the Qing Dynasty

Hu Taibin, Wang Feng, Zeng Yuanyuan

East China Jiaotong University, China Jiangxi Nanchang 330013

Abstract: This article focuses on the development of Taiwanese literature during the Qing Dynasty. By systematically
reviewing representative literature and related historical materials from different periods, and considering the social changes in
Qing Taiwan, it deeply explores the literary characteristics at various historical stages and the cultural connotations contained
in the works of representative writers. The early Qing period was a pioneering and foundational stage for Taiwanese literature,
with works mainly documenting the process of land reclamation and describing the realistic scenery of the island; during the
mid-Qing period, literary creation entered a prosperous phase, with numerous poetry societies and gatherings of literati. Works
expanded to include garden life, friendly exchanges, and local customs, with a language style combining elegance and local
flavour; in the late Qing period, influenced by historical events such as the First Sino-Japanese War and the cession of Taiwan,
literary creation focused on national crises and patriotic sentiment, expressing sorrow over the loss of the homeland and
concern for the nation’s destiny. Qing Dynasty Taiwanese literature not only inherited the aesthetic paradigms and spiritual
core of traditional literature but also developed a unique character through cultivation, becoming an important medium for the
transmission and development of Chinese culture in Taiwan.
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