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A Study on the Frequency and Transmission of Dialect Use among University Students: A
Case Study of Graduate Students at Sanya University

Liu Tao

Sanya University School of Social Sciences, China Hainan Sanya 572000

Abstract: As a living fossil of regional culture, dialects carry rich historical connotations and emotional memories, but their
inheritance faces severe challenges in modern society. This study focuses on postgraduate students from Sanya University
with different regional and background origins, using semi-structured interviews and grounded theory to investigate eight
dimensions, including the level of dialect proficiency, acceptance, family attitude, and awareness of inheritance, to thoroughly
analyse the key factors affecting dialect inheritance. The study found that dialect inheritance is mainly influenced by five
factors: usage environment and proficiency level, family members' attitudes and education, identity recognition, regional and
population mobility, and dialect characteristics and interest. Based on this, the study proposes measures such as strengthening
dialect education, promoting dialect cultural activities, formulating policy support, protecting regional culture, stimulating
public participation, and utilising social organisations, aiming to provide theoretical basis and practical guidance for dialect
preservation and inheritance, and to help maintain cultural diversity and social inclusiveness.
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