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An Analysis of the Research Hotspots and Trends of Scaffolding Theory in English Education
in China (2004-2025)
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Abstract: This study utilized CiteSpace software to conduct a visual analysis of 469 English education scaffolding theory-
related articles indexed in China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) from 2004 to 2025. By analyzing the publication
trends, keyword evolution, and collaboration networks, the overall development trajectory, research topics, and frontier
dynamics of this field were systematically explored. The research findings indicate that: (1) The evolution can be divided into
three stages: the initial exploration period, the fluctuation adjustment period and the low-level stabilization period; (2) The
research topics mainly focus on student-centered teaching models, the construction of multimodal learning scaffolds, and the
transformation of teachers' roles; (3) Future trends will be dedicated to the deep integration with digital technologies and the
optimization of the implementation paths for the integration of theory and practice.
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