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Analysis of the Ethnic Aesthetic Characteristics and Ecological Cultural Value of the Hezhe
Fishskin Art

Fan Wei

Harbin Huade University, China Heilongjiang Harbin 150025

Abstract: The Hezhe people have lived in Northeast China for generations and have relied on fishing and hunting for their
livelihood. Over the long course of time, they have transformed fish skin into clothing and daily utensils, thus giving birth to
the rare fishskin art in the world. This paper focuses on analyzing the unique ethnic aesthetic and profound ecological cultural
value of this art. The article holds that its aesthetic qualities are prominently manifested in the beauty of texture through the
application of materials, the beauty of shape and decoration inspired by nature, and the beauty of ancient and simple colors
and artistic conception after the passage of time, which together form a distinctive "fishing and hunting aesthetics". Fishskin
art is not merely a craft category; it is deeply rooted in the local natural ecology and is a materialized expression of the
Hezhe people's concept of "harmony between man and nature": it not only demonstrates the wisdom of efficient and circular
utilization of resources but also embodies the respect and adaptation to the ecosystem. In the contemporary context, it provides
inspiration for sustainable development.

Keywords: Hezhe people; Fishskin art; Ethnic aesthetics; Ecological culture; Intangible cultural heritage
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