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The Narrative Tradition and Dialogue in Li Peifu's Novels

Gou Lele

College of Chinese Language and Literatuer of Northwest Normal University, China Gansu Lanzhou 730070

Abstract: This paper explores the internal connections and differences between the literary spirit of contemporary writer
Li Peifu and that of Lu Xun through textual close reading and comparative analysis. The article argues that Li Peifu can be
considered a "remote relative" of the Lu Xun literary family, with his works exhibiting a "familial resemblance" in terms of
overall spirit and temperament to the critical tradition established by Lu Xun. Specifically, Li Peifu's creation continues Lu
Xun's legacy in the areas of tragic aesthetics and critiques of national character, particularly in terms of the symbolic system
of the "devouring" imagery, the phenomenon of spectatorship and critique of national character, as well as the dehumanization
of power culture. The study focuses on Li Peifu's novel "A Lotus of Bittersweet Flowers" and Lu Xun's novels such as "A
Madman's Diary," "The True Story of Ah Q," and "Blessings," examining core themes such as the "devouring" imagery,
spectatorship, critique of national character, and the alienation of humanity caused by power structures. The analysis
incorporates Marxist views on human nature, needs, and the alienation of species-specific qualities, thereby deepening the
theoretical interpretation of power relations and human dilemmas in the works.
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