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Research on the Cultural Imagery and Contemporary Inheritance Path of Hezhe Fish Skin
Art
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Abstract: As the only ethnic minority in northern China that relies on fishing and hunting as its core livelihood, the Hezhe
people's fish skin art is a living carrier of their ethnic culture, embodying the survival wisdom of their ancestors in adapting to
nature and transforming life. This art form, based on the fish resources of the Heilongjiang and Wusuli River basins, undergoes
multiple processes to create clothing, utensils, and artworks, carrying multiple cultural imagery such as nature worship, life
philosophy, and ethnic identity. Currently, due to factors such as modernization, changes in livelihoods, and inheritance
gaps, the fish skin art is facing an inheritance crisis. This paper analyzes the connotation of cultural imagery and proposes
inheritance paths, providing practical references for the living inheritance of this intangible cultural heritage and contributing
to the continuation and activation of ethnic cultural genes.
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