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A Study of the Estimative Category from a Typological Perspective
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Abstract: This study, grounded in the core perspective of linguistic typology, first clarifies the conceptual connotations of
the estimative category and traces the research trajectory of this category within ancient Chinese and cross-linguistic contexts.
It points out that traditional studies of the estimative in Chinese have mostly been limited to the flexible use of nouns and
adjectives, neglecting both the derivational and analytic estimative constructions. Meanwhile, cross-linguistic research,
while confirming the universality of the estimative category, lacks targeted discussions of Chinese and pre-Qin texts such
as Zuo Zhuan.This study applies a typological research paradigm of the estimative category to the textual analysis of Zuo
Zhuan, focusing on its derivational estimative constructions (including zero-marker and non-zero-marker types) and analytic
estimative constructions. It sorts out estimative expression types such as "consideration meaning", "designation meaning", and
"regard-as meaning", and constructs an estimative construction database by combining the commentaries of Chun Qiu Zuo
Zhuan and electronic corpus materials.This research not only breaks through the limitations of traditional Chinese grammatical
studies on the estimative, confirming the typological uniqueness of the estimative category in Chinese, but also enriches the
dimensions of Chinese grammatical history research, providing a new perspective for the interpretation of pre-Qin classics.
Furthermore, by exploring the linguistic features of the estimative category in Zuo Zhuan, it deepens the understanding of
ancient Chinese history and culture, thus bearing both academic value and application potential for cultural dissemination.
Keywords: Estimative; Flexible use of words; Derivational estimative construction; Zero-marker derivational estimative
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1 EEHTBE RS Z EHAT. MIRELE, mRIUEAZE FRTLUR

‘B REESRDGER ORI R (SEEE 1898 5
PRAREE 19225 F771962) DIABG RIS HAFIE BT
3¢ (Larcher 1996 ) R DRSO E, HARPGE R LR
Rt rEss). Bahfik, REEE (DRGE) (S
1898 ) Ak A FFHEMANTEE R (B2 (SRl ) HiK
BHTEG) ., BAAELENIRIARERISRE . MR
(1922) 7€ CHEEI) FEEERE TEEMENE, 15
HEBR BN, 82 “S@IH”; SUARZ SN, 1§

FRFR LR R AR ERE R Mk, mfEE WA
BRFT RN G0 PR (1922) 78 (ESGERE]) i
W “TEAERT TR, FE R MR CYERT ., SRIE
TN AT, P RS (FEED) BTRE T
GEMAZEG)) —FIHeT2SEH, 2 “MEASKRZ BT
Mz, IBZAR” , 5ZBdnE, BT “Sezxhr”
ZHN, WP “FERT, VBRORRSSEEAR SR TR L.
JETE IR 225, MRS AT o A O TR B0
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VAR A A, RRT AR e
e TR AR RIIEIT R “vEH” (£0 1962 5 5355
K 2007:164 )

IRESTE SR M E “Bah” X —i&.
FRERE (2023:2) 5 HEMEERIES 508 R UTERD
I RHETE (LAKOTA) ( Ullrich 2008:585 ) FIIF-, $8H7E
— AR FEBNEE R (prototypical estimative construction)
AE— APPSR Ea)E (estimator) |
WEAE (estimee) . BAIZEL (parameter ) FIEENFR
it RABIHE X7 INAREE Y B 27 1
Bt WA R A IRAETE S FBOR RN ESINE
W, X ZRAESEHD HRNESE . XL
HIEE A — R IRZSREAN BERD, INIES
Wb EHIRERENFERZRZNEIENIES A
e, RELHMNES AR INIRERSNNEE
( morpholigical estimative ) (Jacques 2023:7), i{E 2 HI7%
BERINREEESBEEWNESE, &% ILREHERS T
ALEVIRIE K FEE “Ea)” Yl (periphrastic estimative ) o
R REERARAERENSERNIESF, 88
RS EA AR RIS R R “Esh” {0l (Jacques
2023:21) o
2 B ERE T R L

ITHRDOESE “Ba)” R EEEREESEE)
FREERILE BT (R 1981; T-HH 1991; #4157 1995; X156
1996; XIHAE 2003,2005; #X 1L 2007; J5hnkE 2011) | H
THIEN LIS RS E & T 2R B E
BF9 R4k 1993 5 SRR 1994 5 7E/DAE 1988 5 J530—
2002, 2006 5 ) DIGRZEE SR L (srad 1991 5 3k
AL 1994; E1°F, B2 19995 B 2007; 4075, A
I 2009 ; HEE 2009 3 HHSCES 2011) o Tl R IR
BRI B A I X R T AT REE 2R 441575
ARG R, BIRAFRERERIRETEENE
shittai i EshEia.

—HLPCREBIE S RS e SetiR D i3] “&
g X—Vulk, MEREASASREARWIESH, B
FNTHIA RS T LA EEEAYLE Tarasov & Orekhov (2021)
FrifEERy 33 MBS TR 186 TBESHORIEER, E
15 [ NESHIELAIRERENESEN , 50171 THES
HHRSI RS Jacques (2023) Kix—fF5tiE—
HERE 43 MESFIE, THEEIMMESTHRAES. 7F
AR IR AL Y 43 MBS ZEET s0 TTIESH, UL 36
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MRAEEXZESIERAIET, SRl AERIES . 4F
IMESMEIESH, (HEEAHREEAEEAFN AT AT
AT LN E S HFER B (Jacques 2023:7). i ARPGEfE
FIRZSIE DR FOREAENE, HIR A FHIRZIE AKIRA:
H— I RIREANOWEENR, SIS LR “FhRd”
R A T A IR A TEAS R A E A irh,
N—MIEFRIIRETES T B, MOATFRICENEER (zero—
marked estimative constructions ) . A A MIETE S S
LERIT RN R EDOE R SIVIETT Y, B E
BT RPGE BB 58 S RHE 5T . M B8
SHEBIESMRARKE, MRS ZE7E
W O FT R, FH B R T R v R SckEEan (2% ) | BIVE NG
% FH, AMIPDEZDOEENIESIR, EREIFRNE
BANSERAS: MR, A FIE S R shE it
SN 2 B ERIEE
SEFNLEHNARMNATF (EE) AR
&

FA TR ETIE S B FFN B S WEE S RED
SRR, RESLREIGEEE (£E) , WESTEEN
BB T R R B e 2R i U SRR (2% ) 1Y
BER L, DURE MR RS (A1) E
BEEMINIIGT, REX 62 SCER R I B AIENE A A E 2T
AR, Mt RE SR EDOE BRI . DL Sas=
SRR SRR N A EI e R S M Sk (A% )
b, W5 CEE) WESERE. IEFRBE —E AN
(AR FME

M BEENEBIESMRAERE, RERFEEEN
BANEEIFIES BH AW, (BEHEDOEN—NE
ILEEE TR TF B, i RIGB H SOEF 7T g5 T
IERMES R, AT (%) By E
A T DOE S AL REER I . R AR = ARNME
TR A DAESE & 58 1 DB SCs: P oehis BB S i,
i HLARKHE B e 018 = B W SAS R,
TR, TEX (7% ) RSN TI R, bR T2k
HEEFROIRAETE SR, BRI G B 2 e 2
AP R SOk FR AERIRDIRETE AN E S, DL
MR P ahtEve, Mt B2 A ESIEDGE
EBAEVUNENLE & SR MBS AR, SCHEE
BECMEFEAME.

SLATH RN ME S, A% ShES RS
Z—, 1B T EMN IS ERN D R B EREGE S A
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&7 (e sk, W ROUEIES: ., AL T EEE
HENTIEL, B HIES SR SR, AR A T
HRDGERED, WHIRDGE, HEshUEE SRR,
Hoyk, Wb HERY, DL A RN R P 5
fbo BREE R B TRX— s R LN, REA
RS IRR Z PR . SSksE, “Z2f%” WY
RpEE N A Bh TNz R E R s SR AR R FE
fif, (AR E 2 R . B ER, =]
DU R & R R S B BRI 22 53
ATARABTEARER

KT (L£E) WESIAEAESRZOWR (X7
#2004 3 HEH 2009 5 FTI0ME 2011 5 BRIEET , 25000

SRR BRI 22 UL T 90 441 AE R 1S

o RFFERETIE S BB L SH BINUBNEIE SR
RS, FESEER SR (A£G ) PIESI R, R
LM IE 9 KRB H A BB RS, EEMFT (L) F
WIRAETE SNBSS, AREERDIRETEESSER
(zero marked estimative ) FIAEZARICIRAET S EENEE
(non—zero estimative derivation ) ; Y83 Z R Bl
4 (periphrastic estimative ) o FEA/NEATEEMFTT 0T (2
%) FIE S BB EFHEATE SRR, AU
AR HBIZ AN, WK 5B AT
KMFEREBFRIEY ( ‘call Yaz') . BIEY (treat Y
as a 7)) SGITIEIIREE LM (quasi—estimative ) (Jacques
2023: 3) o FUEAWFFRIEMINN L FRES . M {E L AEE
JHTE SCREESRIGE (A1) R RIS

BATGAE £tk ) BB AR REE
X, AOGEEEE AN ERCIRAE S B sh S AR fpU S
B IR ERFRICIRAETE S B A5, I EFLTEI oY
P L GE TSN A, MBI OEE=E )
VIR - S FEADE SRR R 3D OB B O Y
Ak TFRNFEAR RN

AP EE P E ORI R4 F i E B IERR
PERYFILTORL (R ) TEATFRT SR, HER (B
FEFEEE) (1RIR 1981) | CHERKAETRM) (AR, %
$21985) | (AL ) (84 1998) | (A fGTFfRIAIEL )
(st 2004) | (BB ) (ARE 2012) o

WIS BB URE O B AR BRI R RS & Sk
(%) RIESIAD:, PFRIEEMIE Y K EI =AM ES)
5l 8

PRt (A1) T TARCIRETE SIS

(OBIa), EROMEMERE, HEIEEIERE,

IR (%) BT ERIRCIRETESNE L)
254 (non—zero estimative derivation ) [R5, FINEANE
R, HOEEEEE.

B (A% ) IE o EEhE S (non—
zero estimative derivation ) FUGIF], GRIITEAMERE, HAlE
AR

BT OEEER AN IREAE, R
FIE SIS AR AR R RIRFRIE S ( ‘call Y
aZ’) . MIEX (treat Y as a Z) SBFTIBNHEERSIELEH
( quasi—estimative ) ( Jacques 2023 : 3) o MIAA X . FRIE
SCL MR SCETET I SCAREEDRGE (A1) FIOARRE
BhEERE, JEOHTH I AARE
5 &5

ST BT 2 b A T AR DS 4 v IS S
SHE BB, i R B s = A
BAISRITFRRER, TRTEER, X (A%) BT
FTIIRNS, BR T 2R EFRDIRETES B, 8%
R T BBl 22 o i R AP AR B SOR 2K FIAEZFRDIR
HTEERNESER, DSERNEahEi, M
KA 1) ESIERIDOEE S ASTUEE A & 5 R s
SRR, SR O M,

S 3Tk -
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