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A Re-examination of the Etymology of the County Names "Dangqu' and '"Qianwei' in
Records of the States South of the Huayang Mountains

Yu Yongxiang

Kunming University of Arts and Sciences, China Yunnan Kunming 650222

Abstract: As the earliest extant local chronicle in China, Huayang Guo Zhi (Records of the States South of the Huayang
Mountains) boasts rich records and rigorous textual research. The first four volumes of the book are all devoted to geographical
content, preserving precious records of 689 place names, among which 34 are clearly annotated with their etymological
origins. However, the place names recorded in Huayang Guo Zhi date back to a remote antiquity, and their connotations are
obviously complex, leaving room for further discussion on the interpretations of some place names. By adopting the method
of mutual verification between newly unearthed archaecological materials and literary documents, this paper re-examines the
etymology of two controversial place names: "Dangqu" and "Qianwei". Further analysis reveals that the name "Dangqu"
derives from the combined cultural imagery of the "cave dwellings (dang)" of the Bandun Man ethnic group and the "wooden
shields (qu)" they used, rather than from the names of mountains and rivers as traditionally believed. In addition, "Qianwei"
did not get its name from the fact that "Mount Qian lies within the county". Initially written as "Jianwei", the name literally
means "to build a barrier", implying the significance of a "southwestern gateway", which reflects the rulers' military and
strategic considerations at the time of its establishment.
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