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Abstract: The construction of the higher education cluster in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA)
serves as a pivotal initiative to advance national strategies, address development bottlenecks and align with global trends.
It holds great significance for driving regional coordinated development, breaking through key technological barriers and
elevating the internationalization level of higher education. Taking the higher education cluster in the GBA as the research
object, this paper systematically analyzes the development logic and practical status quo of the cluster. The study finds that the
higher education cluster in the GBA undertakes a threefold mission: serving as a national demonstration for education reform,
enabling complementary advantages among universities, and providing intellectual empowerment for industrial development.
Nevertheless, it is confronted with such challenges as unfully broken institutional barriers, insufficient initiative of universities
and unbalanced resource allocation. Based on the above findings, this paper puts forward core optimization suggestions:
promoting the transformation of cluster construction from government-led to market demand-oriented, and reconstructing
the collaborative relationship among the government, the market and universities; expanding the autonomy of universities
in school-running, activating the endogenous innovation driving force of the cluster, and realizing the transformation from
administrative-driven to spontaneous collaboration.
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