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Value Orientation, Implementation Challenges, and School-Based Pathway Exploration of
Oil Painting Teaching at the Secondary School Level in the Contemporary Context

Wang Wengqi

School of Fine Arts, Soochow University, China Jiangsu Suzhou 215031

Abstract: This paper focuses on the particularity and contemporary value of oil painting teaching at the secondary
school level, exploring its unique role in realizing the function of aesthetic education within basic education. The
study argues that secondary school oil painting instruction should transcend mere technical skill transmission and
shift toward cultivating competencies centered on "aesthetic perception, creative practice, cultural understanding, and
emotional nurturing." The paper analyzes the multiple practical challenges currently faced by secondary school oil
painting teaching, including insufficient teacher specialization, limited instructional time and resources, simplistic
evaluation methods, and conflicts with academic pressure. It proposes a school-based curriculum development approach
as the vehicle, integrating internal and external resources to construct a holistic "perception-experience-expression-
connection" teaching pathway. The aim is to foster secondary school students' visual expression skills, creative thinking,
and humanistic sensibilities through the medium of oil painting, thereby laying the foundation for their lifelong artistic
literacy.
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