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Contemporary interpretation and reflection on Marx's theory of alienated labor

Chen Xu
School of Philosophy and Sociology, Northwest Normal University, China Gansu Lanzhou 730070

Abstract: Marx's systematic exposition of the theory of alienated labor in his "Economic and Philosophical
Manuscripts of 1844" is a key theoretical achievement in his transition from classical political economy to historical
materialism. The core is to reveal the antagonistic relationship between labor and capital under capitalist private
ownership, as well as the alienation dilemma of laborers being dominated by their own labor products. This article is
based on the original connotation of the theory of alienated labor, sorting out its generation context and core regulations,
interpreting the upgrading of alienated labor forms in conjunction with the new changes in contemporary social capital
logic, and reflecting on its critical value and practical implications. Research suggests that the theory of alienated labor
remains a core theoretical tool for examining contemporary labor dilemmas, and has important practical significance for
solving the problem of capital logic generalization and constructing a new labor concept centered on the comprehensive
development of human beings.

Keywords: Marx; Alienated labor; Capital logic; Digital labor; The comprehensive development of human beings
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