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Exploring the Educational Effectiveness and Paradigm Transformation of Simulated Court
Competitions in International Law Teaching

Lu Lingxiu

Xi'an Peihua College, China Shaanxi Xi'an 710125

Abstract: Traditional international law teaching has long been trapped in the trap of "knowledge indoctrination”,
making it difficult to cope with the disciplinary characteristics of strong practicality, fast rule updates, and prominent
cross-cultural attributes of international law. Simulated courtroom competition, as a situational teaching form, has
achieved a cognitive revolution from passive acceptance to active construction through "learning through competition", a
leap in ability from theoretical memory to comprehensive literacy through "ability through competition", and a thinking
advancement from rule obedience to critical innovation through "thinking through competition". However, in the
process of integrating simulated court competitions into the teaching system, there are practical difficulties such as the
tension between "elitism" and "popularization", the mismatch between "competition oriented" and "teaching oriented",
and the contradiction between "result oriented" and "process oriented education". To solve the above difficulties, it is
necessary to promote the transformation of simulated court competitions from "elite games in the second classroom" to
"institutionalized embedding in the first classroom", from "pre competition intensive training" to "curriculum systematic
support", from "trophy based evaluation" to "process based diversified evaluation", and ultimately achieve a paradigm
revolution in international law teaching from "knowledge imparting" to "ability construction".
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