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Research on the Precise Allocation of County—Level Educational Resources under Population
Change—Evidence from Three Counties in Jiangsu

Cao Yifei, Jiang Kexuan
Yangzhou University, China Jiangsu Yangzhou 225000
Abstract: Under declining fertility and population aging, county-level educational resource allocation faces structural

challenges. Based on field research in County (District) G in southern Jiangsu, County (District) Y in central Jiangsu,
and County (District) D in northern Jiangsu, this study employs literature review, observation, and interviews to examine
allocation issues amid demographic change. The findings indicate resource concentration and structural imbalance in
southern Jiangsu, urban—rural disparities and transition pressure in central Jiangsu, and insufficient supply with risks
of resource outflow in northern Jiangsu. Accordingly, differentiated optimization paths are proposed from financial,
human, material, and policy perspectives to improve precise allocation, promote educational equity, and support high-
quality development.

Keywords: Population change; County-level education; Education resource allocation; Aging and low fertility; Regional
differences
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