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Errors in Junior High School Students' Acquisition of English Verb Third—Person Singular
Inflection: A Study from the Perspective of Native Language Negative Transfer with
Pedagogical Implications
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School of Foreign Languages, Guangxi Normal University, China Guangxi Guilin 541006

Abstract: Native language negative transfer is a critical factor influencing junior high school students' acquisition
of the third-person singular (3rd person singular) inflection of English verbs. Drawing on the grammatical properties
of the third-person singular form, this paper categorizes common learner errors, analyzes their underlying causes, and
proposes targeted pedagogical strategies. The findings indicate that junior high school students primarily commit three
types of errors: morphological marker omission, overgeneralization of the form, and deviations in morphological and
phonological rules, with the omission of the -s morpheme being the most prevalent. Specifically, typological differences
between Chinese and English morphological systems trigger pervasive negative transfer in learners; combined with
the cognitive demands of online processing and communicative pressure, this transfer significantly increases the
likelihood of marker omission. Accordingly, this study develops a comprehensive pedagogical framework integrating
Chinese-English contrastive analysis, comprehensible input, cultural integration, evidence-based feedback, and diverse
interactive activities, to help learners mitigate native language interference and offer practical insights for English
grammar instruction in junior high schools.
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