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The Rational Core of Xunzi's Legal Thought and Its Value in Modern Rule of Law Building
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Abstract: As a renowned synthesizing thinker of the pre-Qin period, Xunzi, confronted with the social realities of
the Warring States Period and aiming to construct a new social order, on the one hand inherited and developed the
Confucian thought of rule by ritual (li) proposed by Confucius, and on the other critically absorbed the ideological
essences of various schools, thereby establishing an extensive and profound ideological system of law.The basic core of
Xunzi’s legal thought consists of his governance idea of valuing ritual and upholding law, the theory of human nature
being evil, and the social theory of communal harmony and unity. Its rational core mainly includes the social governance
model of "rule by ritual and law", the management of folk order toward "good governance and virtuous customs", and
the "noble person (junzi)" as a practical carrier to realize the ideal society of communal harmony and unity.Stripping
away the limitations of his era and class, Xunzi's legal thought carries important realistic implications and valuable
references for us in advancing the modernization of China's rule of law today.
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