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A Multi—interpretation of Khyryukhin's Image in '"The Chameleon"

Zhu Ranran
Fuyang Normal University, China Anhui Fuyang 236000

Abstract: "The Chameleon" is a short story written by the Russian writer Anton Chekhov in 1884. With highly ironic
writing techniques, it exposes the opportunism of the bureaucratic class and the alienation of human nature under
the Tsarist autocracy. It has been included in domestic junior high school Chinese textbooks since the 1960s. The
"chameleon-like" behaviors of Ochumelov have become a classic critical symbol, while Khyryukhin is often regarded
as a minor character and receives superficial analysis in front-line teaching practice. Through close reading of the text,
this paper conducts a multi-dimensional interpretation of Khyryukhin's image from three perspectives: a victim, an
opportunist, and a representative of the ignorant masses, revealing Chekhov's profound insight into the living conditions
of the grassroots people.
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