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Research on the Collaborative Governance Mechanism of After—school Sports Services
Based on Actor-Network Theory
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Abstract: High-quality collaborative governance of after-school sports services is an essential requirement for the
effective implementation of the "double reduction" policy and for building China into a leading country in education.
Drawing on the perspective of actor-network theory, this study analyses the operational mechanisms, practical
challenges and response strategies of collaborative governance in after-school sports services. The research finds that the
essence of collaborative governance in this context lies in a practice-oriented process led by the government (educational
authorities at all levels) and centered on meeting students' diverse sport's needs, bringing together a range of actors.
Specifically, this encompasses the stages of problematization, interessement, mobilization and enrolment, dissidence.
Currently, collaborative governance of after-school sports services still faces challenges such as blurred boundaries
of authority and responsibility, an imbalance in risk allocation, the absence of collaborative governance mechanisms
and insufficient stakeholder participation, inadequate supply of professional resources and structural shortages, as well
as constraints posed by safety risks and a lack of developmental momentum. This study proposes response strategies
including clarifying role definitions and responsibility allocation, strengthening network connections and interaction
logic, restructuring resource allocation methods, and redesigning incentive and safeguard mechanisms, with a view to
enhancing the level of collaborative governance in after-school sports services.
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