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Literature Review of Political Metaphor Research in the Field of Foreign Languages and
Literature (2011-2026) — Based on Cite Space Visualization Analysis

Wang Lingjun, Tian Weiqi
College of Foreign Languages, Xinjiang University, China Xinjiang Urumqi 830000

Abstract: To systematically clarify the development trends, key research areas, and existing shortcomings in the study
of political metaphors in the field of foreign languages and literature in China, this study uses 197 articles indexed
in CNKI from 2011 to 2026 as a sample and conducts a bibliometric analysis using Cite Space. The findings reveal
that domestic research on political metaphors has progressed through four distinct stages: initial exploration, rapid
development, fluctuating decline, and resurgence. This has led to the formation of a research framework centered on
conceptual metaphors, utilizing political discourse, and focusing on metaphor translation. However, this field currently
faces challenges such as an imbalance in language coverage, insufficient attention to less commonly taught languages,
and a narrow research perspective. Since 2024, research interest has rebounded, with Chinese-Russian metaphor
translation emerging as a new hot spot, driving the field toward multilingual and country-specific research. This study
outlines the evolutionary patterns and cutting-edge trends, providing a reference for future research in this area.
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