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Nurturing the Heart Through Art: Emotional Narration in Red Revolution Picture Books
and the Implicit Pathways of Ideological and Political Education

Sun Li

Shanghai Jiguang Polytechnic College, China Shanghai 200433

Abstract: Red-themed revolutionary picture books are undergoing an aesthetic shift from grand narratives to emotional
narratives. This paper focuses on how red picture books achieve the implicit transmission of revolutionary spirit through
the interplay of text and images, exploring the design strategies of emotional narratives and their ideological and
political education value. Research shows that emotional narratives in red picture books rely on visual elements such
as detailed anchoring, color symbolism, and tone control, forming a progressive path from "seeing" to "being moved"
and then to "identification." By analyzing real cases like "Yan'an Babies," Shanghai Film Art Vocational College, and
Qingdao University of Technology, the study examines the educational potential of emotional narratives in fostering
students' creative consciousness, nurturing cultural identity, and empowering teaching innovation, while proposing a
"small incision, deep empathy" teaching transformation strategy.

Keywords: Red culture; Picture book design; Emotional narrative; Ideological and political education; Visual communication
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