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A Study on Image-Text Relations in Korean High School Chinese Textbooks from a
Multimodal Perspective: A Case Study of Chinese Language I

Wu Meiqi, Jin Peipei’

Tianjin University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, China Tianjin 301617

Abstract: With the development of international Chinese education, textbook research has expanded from single-text
analysis to comprehensive studies of multimodal symbolic systems. This paper examines three high school Chinese
textbooks, Chinese Language I, developed under South Korea's 2022 curriculum guidelines, using multimodal discourse
analysis theory to analyze their image-text configuration characteristics from the perspectives of status relations and
logical-semantic relations. The findings indicate that image-text complementarity dominates the textbooks, though
configuration ratios vary due to differences in publishers' design philosophies. Logical-semantic relations are primarily
elaborative, with illustrations playing a crucial role in information supplementation; however, issues such as image-
text mismatches and insufficient cultural adaptation are also identified. Based on this analysis, the paper proposes dual-
perspective recommendations: at the textbook compilation level, systematic image-text design should be strengthened;
at the pedagogical level, teachers' multimodal literacy should be enhanced.

Keywords: Multimodal; Text-to-image relationship; Korea; Chinese textbook; "Chinese 1"
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