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Research on Enhancing the Professional Competence of Preschool Education Students
through University Volunteer Services under the Orientation of Practice—Based Education
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Abstract: Under the orientation of practice-oriented education, university volunteer services should no longer be
merely an extracurricular activity for students to participate in social welfare but should become a crucial practical
field for cultivating professional competencies in early childhood education. The training objectives for early childhood
education students encompass both explicit skills—such as child observation, activity design, game support, care
coordination, and communication—and deeper competencies, including child-centered perspectives, educational
passion, responsibility awareness, and professional ethics. However, current volunteer services in some universities
still suffer from insufficient integration of professional goals, weak process guidance, and unstable collaborative
mechanisms, which hinder the transformation of service activities into professional growth resources. To address the
needs of early childhood education talent cultivation, it is essential to establish a project-based, curriculum-integrated,
and continuous volunteer service system. By leveraging the collaboration of multiple stakeholders—including
universities, kindergartens, communities, and non-profit organizations—a closed-loop educational cycle of "service
tasks—professional training—reflection and improvement—evaluation feedback" can be formed. This approach enables
volunteer services to continuously enhance students' professional competencies in real-world child contexts and provide
practical support for the cultivation of high-quality early childhood education professionals.
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