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Subordinate Cooperation and Innovation Inhibition: A Case Study on Learning Qualities
of Middle—Class Children in Construction Play

Wang Pan

Normal Education College, Chengdu University, China Sichuan Chengdu 610106

Abstract: This study adopts the non-participant observation method and applies the Observation and Evaluation Scale
for Learning Qualities of Middle-Class Kindergarten Children in Construction Play to conduct a case study on the
learning qualities of Xiaoze, a boy in the middle class at the Affiliated Kindergarten of Chengdu University, during the
themed construction play "Chengda Garden". Quantitative scoring results indicate that the child achieved the highest
score in the cooperativeness dimension (8 out of 10), demonstrated outstanding goal persistence (4 out of 5), and
obtained the lowest score in imagination and creativity (5 out of 10). Based on such scoring characteristics, this study
focuses on analyzing the behavioral manifestations and internal correlations of the above three dimensions. The results
reveal that Xiaoze exhibited high obedience and executive ability in cooperation, forming a "subordinate cooperation"
pattern; he possessed strong planning execution and frustration resistance in terms of goal persistence. Nevertheless, his
creativity was heavily reliant on peers' ideas, with his works lacking personal characteristics and insufficient flexibility
in problem-solving. The study concludes that the "commander-executor" division of labor in cooperation facilitates his
social development yet may restrain the expression of his independent innovative capacity. Accordingly, educational
suggestions including respecting individual differences and optimizing the allocation of cooperative roles are put
forward.

Keywords: Middle-class kindergarten children; Construction play; Learning qualities; Case study
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