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Constructing and Implementing a CLIL Model in University English Education under the New
Liberal Arts Initiative: A Case Study of a Public Speaking Course

Yin Jinke
Xi'an Fanyi University, China Shaanxi Xi'an 710105

Abstract: The development of New Liberal Arts highlights interdisciplinary learning and competence integration, placing
greater emphasis on the coordination of content learning, language use, and thinking skills in university English education.
To address the insufficient connection between course content and language training, fragmented learning tasks, and form-
oriented assessment in conventional classrooms, this study develops a Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
model consisting of coordinated objectives, connected tasks, and integrated assessment. The model is applied to a university
Public Speaking course. It combines subject knowledge, language expression, and cognitive development in its teaching
objectives, organizes classroom activities around authentic problems and speaking tasks, and evaluates students in terms
of content quality, reasoning, language use, and learning process. Taking the unit "Supporting Your Ideas" as an example,
the study presents teaching activities involving evidence identification, source verification, argument development, and
speech delivery. Classroom practice suggests that the model can strengthen the connection between knowledge acquisition
and English expression, encourage students to move from isolated language practice to evidence-based communication,
and support the development of information literacy, logical reasoning, and public-speaking competence. The study offers a
practical reference for content reconstruction and pedagogical reform in university English education under the New Liberal
Arts initiative.

Keywords: New liberal arts; Content and language integrated learning; University English education; Public speaking; Teaching
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