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Rooted in the Local, Nurturing Hearts through Aesthetic Education: Explorations and
Practices at Quzhou University in the Creative Transformation and Innovative Development
of Southern Confucian Culture

Huang Wenzhe, Zhao Ziyan, Liu Xu’
Quzhou University, China Zhejiang Quzhou 324000

Abstract: How to effectively integrate excellent traditional Chinese culture into the aesthetic education system in
colleges and universities is a crucial issue for higher education in the new era to fulfill the fundamental task of fostering
virtue through education. Rooted in the sacred land of Southern Confucianism, Quzhou University has been deeply
engaged in the practice of Southern Confucian culture education for two decades. Relying on more than 20 national and
provincial-level research projects, the university has systematically transformed academic achievements into aesthetic
education resources and established the "Southern Confucian Elegance - Heart-nourishing Aesthetic Education”
Inheritance Base, realizing the transformation of Southern Confucian culture from knowledge transmission to spiritual
nourishment. The practice demonstrates that grounding in regional cultural resources, adhering to academic leadership,
and constructing university-community collaborative mechanisms are effective pathways for local universities to
educate through aesthetics and culture. The base construction has achieved remarkable educational outcomes and
provides a replicable practical model for the inheritance of excellent traditional Chinese culture and arts.

Keywords: Southern confucian culture; Aesthetic education immersion; Simultaneous development of five educations;

Local universities; "Two innovations" policy guidelines
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