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The Fracture Between Discourse and Practice: The Adaptation Dilemma of the '""Young
Marxists Training Project' for Generation Z and Its Optimization Pathways

Zhou Xiaoxiao, Jiang Yingying, Huang Yuan
Jiangsu Ocean University, China Jiangsu Lianyungang 222005

Abstract: Since its launch in 2007, the "Young Marxists Training Project" (YMTP) has evolved into a major modality
for cultivating young political backbone talents in higher education institutions. The primary trainees have now shifted
from the post-90s generation to the post-00s Generation Z, leaving traditional training models confronted with serious
adaptive difficulties. Taking discourse as the analytical entry point, this paper contrasts the "grand narrative + theoretical
indoctrination" discourse model of traditional YMTP training with the receptive habits of Generation Z, characterized

by "fragmented cognition + experiential expectation," and explores three types of structural dislocations between the
two: at the cognitive level, the contradiction between systematic narration and fragmented impressions; at the discursive
level, the conflict between monologic and dialogic discourse; and in meaning transmission, the divergence between
symbolization and embodiment. The paper argues that these three dislocations essentially reflect the separation of
discourse supply and reception under the encoding—decoding logic, whose root cause can be attributed to the suspension
of youth-oriented logic throughout the training process. Accordingly, optimization pathways are proposed from three
dimensions—discourse content, discourse method, and discourse technology—so as to provide a theoretical reference
for improving YMTP training.
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