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Teaching Reform and Practice of Process—Oriented Design—Based Graduation Project

Zheng Chun, Wang Yi
Suzhou City University School of Art and Creative Design, China Jiangsu Suzhou 215104

Abstract: Guided by the integration of industry and education, conducting graduation theses (designs) based on real
local projects has become a common for design majors in applied universities. However, whether the process-oriented
investment required for real projects can receive corresponding returns in a result-oriented evaluation system still lacks
empirical verification. The study finds that: the proportion of Suzhou local project-based topics increased from 46.5%
to 61.5% between two, becoming the main form, but site resources are highly fragmented, with only one location,
Fenghuang Town in Zhangjiagang, forming a large-scale cluster the two cohorts; the reasons lie in triple institutional
constraints: the teaching syllabus duration is only 4 weeks, leaving a gap of about 2 weeks compared to the required for
real projects; process records are positioned as archival materials rather than scoring evidence, leading to retrospective
recording; process-oriented course objectives account for 30 in total, yet there is no evaluation basis independent of the
final draft, resulting in an inverted evaluation.

Keywords: Process-oriented; Graduation thesis (design); Design education; Suzhou local projects; Process evaluation
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