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Theoretical Foundations of Multimodal Theory and Ecological Discourse Analysis
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Abstract: Multimodal theory and ecological discourse analysis are important directions in contemporary linguistics.
This paper reviews the definition and classification of modality, the distinction between monomodality and
multimodality, and the multimodal framework centered on visual grammar, including representational, interactive
and compositional meaning. It then explores several models of ecological discourse analysis: the Haugenian model
stresses the multiple functions of language; the Hallidayan model reveals the ecological destructiveness of the language
system; critical and positive discourse analysis analyze discourse from deconstructive and constructive standpoints;
and harmonious discourse analysis, rooted in the Chinese context, proposes the principles of conscience, proximity
and restraint. The paper argues that integrating multimodal theory with ecological discourse analysis helps reveal the
complex relationship between language and ecology.
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