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From Credit Equivalence to Curriculum Isomorphism: The Key Turn in Digital Curriculum
Reform of Continuing Education in the Context of Integrating Vocational, Higher, and
Continuing Education

Fang Gengsheng
Hunan Jili Automobile College, China Hunan Xiangtan 411100

Abstract: The collaborative innovation of vocational, higher, and continuing education has been advocated for
years, yet its implementation has concentrated on learning outcomes: qualifications frameworks, credit banks, and
recognition answer whether outcomes can be mutually recognized, not whether curricula can be interconnected.
Drawing on documents, this paper argues that the focus should shift from credit equivalence to curriculum isomorphism:
decomposing curricula into shareable competency units with unified metadata and recombining them by learners'
starting points. As continuing education encompasses degree, non-degree, and informal learning, it is the most suitable
testing ground. It constructs a three-layer framework and proposes pathways of micro-specialty clusters, a digital
infrastructure, and curriculum interchange lists.
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