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Exploration of the Cultivation Model for Degree Application Based on Practical Achievements
in Environmental Engineering — A Case Study of Foshan University
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Abstract: The Academic Degrees Law of the People's Republic of China lists practical achievements as a statutory
channel for professional-degree postgraduates to apply for their degrees, pushing professional degree education from
an academic orientation toward a practice orientation. Environmental engineering is a strongly application-oriented
discipline, and completing a dissertation alone often brings problems such as topics detached from industry, one-
dimensional evaluation and inadequate training of engineering ability, which falls short of what the environmental
protection industry expects from high-level engineering talent. Relying on its provincial key discipline of environmental
engineering and facing the ecological governance needs of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, Foshan
University has piloted applying for degrees on the basis of practical achievements in professional-degree postgraduate
cultivation, gradually forming a mechanism that combines whole-process cultivation, a diversified evaluation system
and systematic quality assurance. The concrete measures include jointly deciding research topics with enterprises, field-
based practice, node-based stage checks, multi-party evaluation and whole-process quality control.
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