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Exploring the Persuasive Effect of Characters in The Scarlet Letter from a Rhetoric Perspective
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Abstract: Persuasion and appeal help to understand the language art of the characters in The Scarlet Letter, gain insight into
the multiple meanings of the characters in Hawthorne’s works, and reflect the author’s reflection on the complexity of human
nature, the Puritanism’s confinement of human nature, and authoritarianism. Personality appeal effectively enhances the
authority of the speaker and attracts the attention of the audience; emotional appeal helps to shorten the psychological distance
between the speaker and the listener, triggering resonance with the audience; logic appeal is beneficial for the speaker to cater
to the psychological expectations of the listener and win the trust of the audience. The interaction of three persuasion appeals
can effectively improve the persuasive effect of the speaker, while the listener’s acceptance psychology plays a specific
restrictive role in the persuasive effect. Hawthorne used the three appeals of rhetoric as a strategy to enrich the characterization
of characters in his novels, expand the construction of character images, and glimpse the writer’s superb artistic expression
and insight into human nature.
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