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Research on the Cultivation of English Pragmatic Competence

Hongxia Luo
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Abstract: The paper divides pragmatic competence into three parts: speech act competence, the ability to understand
pragmatic meanings in limited contexts, and the ability to infer pragmatic meanings in overall and natural contexts. Through
experimental research, it has been found that these three levels of pragmatic competence are all related to students’ language
proficiency. For the first two parts, explicit teaching can be used to improve students, but for the latter part, it is not meaningful

to cultivate among low-level students, and only beneficial for students with higher language proficiency, because they have the

ability to read and understand language content in the overall and natural context.
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