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Translation and Introduction of The Romance of the Western Chamber in France — The

Translator’s Personal Choice and the Embodiment of the Spirit of the Times
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Xianda School of Economics and Humanities, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai, 200083, China

Abstract: The Romance of the Western Chamber is known as the “world’s leading work”. Since it was translated into France
by sinologist Rulian in 1833, it has gone through seven versions with different genres in French translations. The paper
specifically analyzes three relatively complete and authoritative versions, and finds that the emergence and characteristics of
these three French translations are all combined with the translator’s own “translation motivation” and the characteristics of
the translator’s era. In order to bring more Chinese classical drama classics like The Romance of the Western Chamber into
the French speaking world, it is necessary for us to understand their translation in France, explore the tendency of French
translations in choosing Chinese drama classics, and find commonalities between China and France in the field of drama.
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